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MISSIONARIES 
 

 Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern Afri-
ca and the Middle East 

 Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 

 Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 

 Hannah Redd, United 
States 

 Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the 
Middle East 

 Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 

 Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

HOMEBOUND 
 

 Sandra Abney 
 Alvin Ashcraft 
 Bill Barksdale 
 Sarah Bell 
 Hazel Burns 
 Roscoe Carden 
 Marilyn Carlile 
 Jewel Coker 
 Eleanor Culberson 
 Jane Drake 
 Charlie & Mary Duncan 
 Walker Elster 
 David Hilburn 
 Louise Hunter 
 Preston & Allene 

Mangum 
 Sue Moyer 
 Don Patterson 
 Lorene Quinette 
 Horace Richardson 
 Emmalene Rogers 
 William Ross 
 Cora Willis 
 

WORSHIP BRYAN PAINE 

4 Reasons to Face the New Year without Fear 
by Adrian Rogers 

God's Word brings us a comforting promise, along with an insightful command as we face a 

new year: "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as 

ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, 

The Lord is my helper, I will not fear what man shall do unto me" (Hebrews 13:5-6). 

We can live this coming year without fear if we apply these four incredibly wonderful truths to 

our lives and root them deep into our hearts. 

The Contentment of His Provision 

Contentment is not getting what you want, but it is wanting what you already have. 1 Timothy 

6:6-8 says, "But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this 

world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us therewith 

be content." If you know Jesus Christ, you have contentment. If you've got clothes on your 

back, something to eat, and Jesus Christ in your heart, you're rich! 

Do you know why we have fear? Because we think our needs or the needs of someone we love 

are not going to be met. Or we fear that the things we think are meeting our needs are going to 

be taken away from us. The deepest need of your heart can only be met in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

The Companionship of His Presence 

I don't know what I'm going to face next year. But there's one thing I know, He will never leave 

me. Are you a child of God? He will never leave you either. Isn't that wonderful! 

What's another reason we may fear in the coming year? Because we're afraid we're going to 

have to face something we don't understand, and we're going to have to face it alone. 

When God's Word promises that God will never forsake you, it literally means that He will nev-

er abandon you. He will not give up on you. We need to practice the presence of the Lord this 

coming year. When the devil comes and knocks at your heart's door, you can simply say, "Jesus, 

please go answer the door." 

The Confidence of His Promise 

We're going to zero in on a little phrase in our verses in Hebrews, "He hath said." A promise is 

no better than the one who makes it. Who says, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"? It is 

the omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent God. This is the confidence of His promise. 

In the coming year, when you say, "God, I just don't have the strength." The omnipotent God 

will answer, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." When you say, "God, I'm afraid of what 

is going to happen." The omnipresent God says, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." And 

when you say, "God, I don't know what to do." The omniscient God will respond, "I will never 

leave thee nor forsake thee." He himself hath said it. 
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OUR CORE 
VALUES 

 

Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain 
unchanged while our  

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

PRAYER 

It was an eye catching container of fruit on display at the front of the store.  Beautiful in size--

-not too big, not too small, but just right!  It appeared to be a most desirable variety of healthy 

fruit.  Fresh apples had various colors including red, green and yellow.  Large bananas perched 

around the sides while pink, green and purple grapes snuggled and draped at the edge.  Orang-

es could be seen underneath supporting one enormous brown pear.  A multicolor bow adorned 

the left side of the decorative, reusable pottery container.  The gift must have weighed several 

pounds and was wrapped appropriately to display pieces of dark chocolate, too. 

The big problem was how to find an opportunity to deliver it---today of all days! 

Praying helps.  I thought to ask God to guide me in His way concerning building Christian rela-

tionships.  (I confessed my schedule was too rushed already.  For months I hadn't even talked 

to this particular prospective family, yet I'm sure they would avoid a stranger coming to their 

door.  Besides, I remember a terribly scary visit from years ago when I rang a different doorbell 

of a different prospect!) 

In our community, visitation has morphed and rightly so.  Just yesterday as I got home from a 

doctor appointment there on my doorknob hung a neat little plastic bag filled with Hershey 

Kisses.  The little red bow was held by hot glue to a message of encouragement that reminded 

me of Scripture:  "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faith, gentleness, self-control.  Against such there is no law."  (Galatians 5:6)  Motivation for 

building Christian relationships may come from faith, family or friends.  Often these are con-

nected and very, very strong ties.  "Bind Us Together, Lord" 

May our Lord guide each of us in the best way to show love and care for those He leads us to 

contact in 2016.  (Luke 14:16-22) 

 (submitted by Dot and Dick Houston) 

WORSHIP (CONTINUED) BRYAN PAINE 

The Comfort of His Protection 

Hebrews 13:6 promises, "So that we may boldly say, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 

what man shall do unto me." Now, put that with verse 5, which says, "He hath said." 

Like I said earlier, I don't know what you're going to go through this coming year. But I know 

you can boldly say, "The Lord is my helper, so I will not fear what man shall do to me." When 

you find your contentment, companionship, and confidence in Jesus. Then, you'll find your 

comfort and courage in Jesus. 
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Ever feel like you're fighting for your life? Are in a battle 

that doesn't seem to end? Then it's time to get it all togeth-

er and win the victory. We will find the secrets to winning 

in Ephesians 6. A woman dressed in the Armor of God is 

armed and dangerous! Open to all women, we will begin 

ARMOR OF GOD by Priscilla Shirer on Tuesday, January 12 

in room C-18 at 9:30am. We will learn, fellowship, discover, 

and grow deeper as we study together. For more infor-

mation, contact Caroline Singletary. 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

IN SERVICE 

M&M's-everybody loves them…the red ones are the best…plain, peanut, crunchy…there's a 

favorite for all! Now we all have the opportunity to be involved in M and M's or "Mission of the 

Month"! Every month, there will be a unique ministry to 

those around us or afar to give to those in need. January 

is "White-Out Month"-bring new underwear for men, 

women, children and place them in the box in the hall 

near the Choir Room. Many of the homeless, and needy 

come to shelters with just the clothes they are wear-

ing. Be in service this year and determine to be a part of 

the Mission Ministry!  

YOUNG IN HEART 

We had 40 members and 3 visitors on December 10th and enjoyed Joel Spiess’ Bells Ferry Ele-

mentary School Choral group.  Joel and his students did a wonderful job. Our next meeting will 

be January 21st and we will be honoring members 80+ with a Happy Birthday.  This will be a 

covered dish. If you have any questions, please contact Mary LaRue. 

mailto:sdctse@gmail.com?subject=ARMOR%20OF%20GOD%20Bible%20Study


PICTURE OF THE MONTH 

CHURCH CONFERENCES 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Janet Porter  
Children’s Director 

janetporter@sandyplains.org 
 

Terri Butler 
Preschool Director 

terri@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

 2015 
Year-To-Date 

Budget: 
$676,000 

 
Year-To-Date 

Offerings: 
$664,620 

 
Lottie Moon 

$11,562 

The Quarterly Church Conferences have been scheduled for 2016. Please mark your calendars 

so that you can attend these important meetings. They are: 

January 17th , for 4th quarter of 2015 

April 17th, for 1st quarter of 2016 

July 17th, for 2nd quarter of 2016 

October 16th, for 3rd quarter of 2016. 

UP AND COMING 

The Deacons will meet on 

Sunday, January 17th at 4pm 

in C-18. 

The quarterly Church Confer-

ence will be on Sunday, Janu-

ary 17th beginning at 5:30pm 

in the Worship Center. 

Young In Heart will meet on 

Thursday, January 21st at 

11am in the Fellowship Hall. 

W.O.M.: Mission Seekers 

will meet on Thursday, Janu-

ary 7th beginning at 

10:30am in C-18. 

The Leadership Meeting will 

be on Sunday, January 10th 

at 4pm in C-18. 

The Caring and Sharing 

group will meet on Thursday,  

January 14th at 7pm at the 

home of Jeannette Florian. 

We will go to Heritage on 

Sunday, January 24th at 

4pm. 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will begin at 10am on Tues-

day, January 26th in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 

2015 Christmas Production Cast 



CHILDREN  JANET PORTER 

In the children’s ministry, there’s always a “next event” and January is no exception.  

Saturday, January 30th, we will take the kids to “The Chill Zone. Where Jesus’ Love is 

Cool!” We will carpool to First Baptist Church Douglasville for a kid’s worship and celebra-

tion event designed for kids Kindergarten to 6th grade. Jeff Slaughter will lead us in our wor-

ship sessions. The kids will also rotate to crafts, games, a ministry project and more!  

Registration is $10/child and an optional $10 for a t-shirt. Please contact me before Janu-

ary 17th to register your child. 

We have had a great start for our AWANA club. Every Wednesday we have 30 clubbers 

reciting verses and learning how much Jesus loves them. They work hard every week and 

all of our volunteers make sure they are having fun while they are learning about Jesus!  

Vacation Bible School is 6 months away, but planning will begin this month! VBS will be 

Submerged to find out the truth below the surface. It’s sure to be a great time as we “shine 

a light” on God’s truth. I hope you will consider diving into VBS with us June 6th – 10th. Look 

for announcements for our first VBS planning meeting this month.  
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God meant 

for us to not 

just survive 

in the day to 

day tasks, 

but to thrive 

as we grow 

closer to 

Him and 

lead others 

to do the 

same. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

COMING THIS JUNE 



MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL GARY MCENTIRE 
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SUMMER CAMP — SAVE THE DATE 

Summer Camp this year will be at Panama City Beach the week of June 13th-17th. Pricing and 

further details will be made available when once they are finalized by the camp directors. 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS FROM MY LAST SERMON 

Several of our members have asked me to send them my closing remarks from my December 

27th sermon. So… here they are from my message called The Fullness of Time 

Christmas is a season of hope. Christmas is a reminder that we are not alone – that God did not 

leave us here to handle it on our own. Christmas is a reminder that God, at a certain point in 

history, became one of us. He lived a life like one of us. He knew joy like one of us. He knew 

sorrow like one of us. He was tempted like one of us. He experienced satisfaction like one of us. 

He knew frustration, anger, love, laughter, hurt and betrayal like one of us. The difference? 

He never sinned like one of us.  

So it was that the path Jesus set for Himself began in an obscure manger and led down a road of 

trials and temptation until it ended with Him hanging on a cross. A cross meant for us. For He 

saw our need and He was our salvation. He died the death that we deserved so we could live the 

life we were originally supposed to have. Christmas only has meaning as it stands in the shadow 

of the cross. Christmas without the cross is just another birthday story. Interesting, perhaps. 

Maybe even the stuff of legends. Yet meaningless without the cross to give it context and 

purpose. Without the cross, there is no “Joy to the World.” Without the cross, “Away in a  

Manger” becomes a simple nursery song. Without the cross, “Silent Night” becomes empty 

words to a song that would only remind us of the peace for which we long but which we could 

never have. It is important that as we remember the season and celebrate the birth of God as a 

baby, that we embrace the full meaning of the season. It’s more than God with us. It’s God as 

one of us. It’s God who died for us. It’s God restoring the brokenness in us. It’s God saving us. 

In the fullness of time.  

 

We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying 

ourselves and lifting up 

Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of 

God.  

 

We are about merging 

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God and 

to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 



Return Service Requested 

 

2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 
770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE LOVE SERVE 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
 
1/1  Happy New Year! OFFICE CLOSED 
1/3  Undeck the Halls / Stage Disassembly, 3pm 
1/4  Young In Heart Planning Meeting, 9am (FH) 
1/7  W.O.M.: Mission Seekers, 10:30am (C18) 
1/10  Leadership Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
1/10  Baptismal Service, 5:30pm (WC) 
1/14  Caring and Sharing, 7pm (Jeannette Florian's home) 
1/17  Deacon Meeting, 4pm (C18) 
1/17  Church Conference, 5pm (WC) 
1/21  Young In Heart, 11am (FH) 
1/24  Heritage, 4pm 
1/24  Safety Team, Greeter & Usher Meeting, 4pm (FH) 
1/24  First Step, 5-6:30pm (FH) 
1/26  Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (FH) 
1/31  First Step, 5-6:30pm (FH) 
 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
    9:30 AM  Bible Study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
  KIDSWorship in Student Center 
  11:00 AM  Bible Study  
    5:00 PM  Evening Activities  
    5:30 PM  The Fifth Gospel (C4) 
    7:00 PM  Band Rehearsal (WC) 
     
      
Wednesday 
     5:15 PM Fellowship Dinner 
     6:30 PM AWANA 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (WC) 
 
 
  Friday 
 9:00 AM Joyful Noise      
  


